novel indicates that Sillitoe himself has
thought through the significance of the
conclusion he provides. Can the easy-
going and anarchic nihilism of the Sea-
tons be reconciled with a fraternal ges-
ture toward Communist troops, and if
50, what is the valuation Sillitoe would
have us put upon it7 For Seaton does

notrefuutoohootthcgwmuh-‘

cause they are fellow human-beings;
presumably, if they were of another
political color, his hand would not
tremble at the gun. A humanitarian or
ethical justification for his comduct is
thus ruled out, while a political ome re-
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A Flight that Changed Hi;tory

by Richard L. Strout

If Gary Powers had stuck himself with
his poison needle as the U-2 plane
circled helplessly downward over Rus-
sia, May 1, 1960, history would have
been different. The Summit might have
succeeded, Eisenhower would have
visited Russia. The plane had been

dreamed up as a floppy-winged glider
built round a jet . It was

equipped with a camera could spot

. The U-3 Affair
by David Wise and Thomas Ross
(Random House; $4.93)

a golf ball on a green at 50,000 feet. It
flew right across Russia bringing back
so many photographs technicians

couldn’t process them. Experts figured
it could thumb its nose at Soviet de-

fense for maybe four years. They were.

right, the time limit expired just before
the May Summit.

A’ Soviet rocket —or something - hit
Fowers. He didn’t use the needle or
press the “Destruct” button that would
have exploded three pounds of cyclon-
ite. Four days later Khrushchev told
Russia he had downed a spy plane; he
asked if Eisenhower-Ns friend of
Camp David ~ knew about it. He im-
plied that the U-2 was and

the pilot dead. It was a nice trap and -

worked beautifully as this book, a bril-
liant little thriller by two Washington
newspapermen, recalls. The reader will
not believe till he gets into it how the
express-train style will catch him up.
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“For the figst time in its 184-year his-
tory, the government of the US had
conceded publicly that it had deliber-
ately lied, that it had committed es-
plonage, and violated the tesritory of
another country.”

Neither the President mor Hagerty
who was with him at Gettysburg, was
happy. It was an obsession with Ha-
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i

gerty that the President must appear to’

be in active control at all times. The

Hertér statement implied that Eisem-
hower didn’t know what was on.
Overnight, the Preshisnt - his
decision. The authors say, “Later,

smmthwhwm
that Hagerty
fotthc?n.ihnhw.

secretary disagreed.” r any
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the same car with President who, next

STAT

day, publicly took full responsibility
Now came the most curious phase of
all. Without specifically saying so Ad-
ministration spokesmen repeatedly and
deliberately left the impression that

"U-2 flights would continue. Eisenhower

went off to Parls apparently feeling that
he could negotiate with a country
whose sovereignty, in Lippmann’s
phrase, he would continue to threaten.

“The authors explain it simply:

“As the Parls Semmit approached,

Eisenhower’s temper began to flare

w&cm'lhhhintimm
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mpre of those mb,b\ltwe
mﬂuy »”

If the abowhcorredit

. explanation
recalls Aarom Wildavsky's study of

“Dinon-Yates” (Yaie University Press;

'1962) whave the angry President re-

fupid to admit at press conferences any-
thing improper in Adolphc Wenzell's
rols, even after its disclosure.
How about Gary Powers? He was a
had courage to fly the
hie family and just didn’t
sense of dying. At the trial in
he regretted that he had done
“a very bad service” and
of his ways. Is he a sym-
or other? He was
the Soviet master-
(who made no ad-
1) and appeared before
ttee, which conspicu-
any searching questions.
his back pay.
melodrama of the Summit,
behaved with dignity and
Mke a boor; unfortunately
the good lines. “Like a swim-
¢t in a pounding surf,” say
avthors, “Washington had been
to rally from each succeeding
ave hbn & pew one came smashing
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Presidential campaign was start-
Back ta New York on a TV show

Ninen prematurely ar-
"U-2 fMights were necessary

"2%"

: shosld continue. Adlai Stevenson
were sav ly denounced
for hinting :L had bungled.

When Eisenhower mmnd to Wash-
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